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company. Still, my successor will be coming soon, and Paul has to show him the ropes.
" I shall not be sorry to leave this mouldy old place. Just look at that staircase ! And the concierge's room ! Fm all against not keeping up a good appearance, you know. When I think how many important businesses there are, in the very centre of Paris — in the rue du Sentier, for example -which have wretched holes for their offices, and all the deals involving tens, hundreds of thousands 'which are negotiated there ! No ; for my part, I think that's all wrong. . . . Let's walk. It won't take us more than a quarter of an hour. One shouldn't lose the habit of walking. I don't get exercise enough as it is. I'm at the age when you see some men developing a stomach. I have a positive horror of that. . . .
" Yes, I've been abroad a little - not as much as I should like. One branch of my family lives in Belgium. I know Belgium pretty well, and Holland too. Once I got as far as Aix-la-Chapelle and Cologne. Perhaps that was what finally disgusted me with carrying on business in a shabby kind of way. It's just cheese-paring, and it means a short-sighted outlook. Nowadays people demand light, space, comfort -even a bit of grandeur. My fifth-floor apartment on the boulevard du Palais won't be very grand at the start. But the place has an air about it, and it's in a good neighbourhood. I'll improve it as fast as I get enough money. For the time being, I am keeping my furniture down to the minimum, so that I won't get into the habit of putting up with anything - faked furniture and all the rest of it. If I leave the space empty, I shall have to fill it with good stuff, some day or other."
They crossed the Markets.
" Let's turn down the rue du Pont-Neuf. It won't take us three minutes out of our way. I just want to have a look at the new Samaritaine building. I can't make up my mind about it. Instinctively, I don't like it. Do you?"
ce I don't, either. It looks like those papier-mache aflairs that you see at exhibitions, except that it's steel."

